Actions of bovine skin washings and sera on the motile zoospores of Dermatophilus congolensis.
Concentrated skin washings, even from vaccinated animals, failed to inhibit the motility of the infective zoospores of Dermatophilus congolensis, or to prevent them from germinating or infecting cattle; their constituent immunoglobulins did not attach to the flagella although IgA and IgG2 did bind to the cell bodies. It is concluded that the specific antibodies at the skin surface of ruminants are unlikely to have a role in zoospore immobilisation. Post vaccination sera rapidly immobilised and clumped the zoospores by means of a coat around the flagella, in which immunoglobulins, particularly IgM, were detected. IgM and IgG1 also attached to the cell bodies of the zoospores.